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UMECRA 2026 CONVENTION SPECIAL EDITION! 
January 16-18, 2026 

Riverport Conference and Event Center  
900 Bruski Dr  

Winona, MN 55987 

507-452-0606 

 
 
 

Rooms at the hotel are very reasonable, just make sure that you ask for our 
UMECRA group's pricing. Do NOT reserve online. The number for the hotel is: 
507-452-0606. Our pricing is $110/room/night plus tax. If you want to splurge 

and get a poolside room, it's a little extra, but maybe worth it if you bring 
family who want to swim. Or maybe you're a Chevy fan and dream of sleeping 

in a '57 Convertible. Check out the specialty suites: 
https://www.riverportinn.com/rooms-suites/ 

Time to start thinking about the silent auction at Convention!!  Get creative – 
always fun! 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

CALLING ALL ENDURANCE RIDERS!! From the absolute beginner (just in the thinking stages?) to 

the experienced 100-miler, the convention weekend is for everyone. 

This year's UMECRA convention has something for the whole family! Bring the family and they can 

spend time at the pool in the hotel, or enjoy many of the fun activities that Winona has to offer. 

Rooms at the hotel are very reasonable. Whether you book by phone or online, just make sure that you ask 

for our UMECRA group's pricing. The number for the hotel is: 507-452-0606. Our pricing is 

$110/room/night plus tax. If you want to splurge and get a poolside room, it's a little extra, but maybe 

worth it if you bring family who want to swim. Or maybe you're a Chevy fan and dream of sleeping in a 

'57 Convertible. Check out the specialty suites: https://www.riverportinn.com/rooms-suites/ The 

reservation includes free hot breakfast! 

 

 

 

+ 
  

   
 

  
  

  

     

UPPER MIDWEST ENDURANCE  AND  
COMPETITIVE RIDES ASSOCIATION 
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Winona offers a variety of restaurants with something for everyone. Several places are within walking 

distance of the convention venue: Subway, Perkins, Starbucks, Dairy Queen, McDonald's, Jimmy John's 

and Arby's. The hotel itself has an excellent Pub & Grill; Brewski's has unique appetizers, burgers, salads, 

wraps, and of course a full drink menu. 

If you want to venture further into Winona, you'll find restaurants featuring Sushi, Italian, Mexican, 

Chinese, American, Seafood, Japanese, Vegan, Vietnamese, and more. 

 

Besides encouraging the rest of the family to go and play in Winona, the weekend will also have a lot to 

offer our riders. Our speaker, Dr. Michelle DeBoer, is going to help us understand the impact parasites 

have on growth and performance and the always hot topic of equine nutrition! 

 

The silent auction is always fun.  Get creative and put together a basket or other fun items to donate.  Look 

through your tack room – got anything that you might not be using, but someone else would be interested 

in?  Maybe you'll find some goodies for yourself or for your horse that you just can't pass up. Proceeds 

from the silent auction benefit the Trail Fund and the UMECRA Scholarship fund, so bid often! 

 

On Friday evening, MnDRA and AHDRA will be hosting appetizers in the Ballroom for everyone. Sample 

some delicious hors d'oeuvres: Bacon Wrapped Maple Chicken Bites, Cream Cheese Puffs, Cocktail 

Meatballs, Pinwheel Wraps, a Fresh Vegetable Tray, and Southwest Taco Dip with chips. During 

appetizers, visit with other endurance riders and get all your questions answered. There will be “table talk 

discussions”, where you can ask experienced riders specific questions about everything endurance. 

 

Table talks – Friday evening 

▪ Moving up from LDs and Comp to Endurance. 
▪ Do you want to try a 100? 
▪ How can I tell if my saddle fits? 
▪ To boot or not to boot. 
▪ I'm brand new....where do I start, where can I 
get more information, what memberships do I 
need, how do I find a mentor? 
▪ Novice advice and moving up. 
▪ Ask me anything! 
▪ Ask the vet – avoiding the pull. 
▪ Everything you ever wanted to know about 
Competitive Trail. 
▪ Want to know more about the 2026 Distance 
Horse National Championships in Minnesota? 
▪ Ride managers, have you considered hosting 
a 100-mile event at your ride? 
 

 

 

UMECRA Convention 2026 Featured Speaker 

Dr. Michelle DeBoer has her M.S. and Ph.D. in Animal Science from the University of Minnesota – Twin 

Cities. Dr. DeBoer was an associate professor at the University of Wisconsin – River Falls before entering 

the industry to work as the Animal Nutrition Specialist for Spikes and Houles. Dr. DeBoer is known for her 
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social media outreach page, Equine Ph.D., as well as her research on horse blanketing, deworming, 

nutrition, hay nets, and other horse management topics. Outside of work, Dr. DeBoer enjoys dog agility 

and rides her Arabians in dressage and endurance. 

Convention topics: 

Digging Deeper into Deworming 

Your equine's performance, health, ability to gain or maintain weight, appearance, growth in young horses, 

plus avoiding deadly colic depend on managing parasites.  

Hot Topics in Equine Nutrition 

This talk can include Forage-Based diets, Forage-Only diets, Grain Free diets, Vitamin E, Omega-3 fatty 

acids, and other supplements. 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS! 

Friday: 

3pm - Check in at the hotel 

4pm - Silent Auction drop off begins 

5-6:30pm - Appetizers and Table Talk Discussions 

7pm - AHDRA awards 

Saturday: 

7am - UMECRA BOD meeting in small meeting room 

9am - Speaker Dr. Michelle DeBoer in Ballroom 

11:30 – Lunch break. 

           Lunch Buffet next to Ballroom for those who ordered lunch in advance. 

1:00 to approx. 4pm UMECRA Annual meeting in Ballroom 

5pm - Cocktails in Ballroom. Cash bar. 

6pm - Banquet Dinner Buffet in Ballroom 

7pm - UMECRA Awards in Ballroom 

8pm (or following completion of awards) - Start closing tables on Silent Auction 

8:15 to approx.11pm DJ with music in Ballroom 

 

Sunday: 

7:30am AHDRA meeting in Ballroom annex 

11am check out. 
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Things to do in Winona: 

Winona is a dreamland for outdoor and indoor activities...any time of year! Try your hand at ice 

climbing, skating, axe-throwing, pickleball or hiking the many bluffs and scenic trails the area has to 

offer.  Maybe you want to just kick back and enjoy a movie, or visit the unique owl or eagle center. 

So much to choose from!!! 

https://visitwinona.com/things-to-do/explore-by-season/winter/ 

Here are some of the highlights that make Winona, Minnesota a great place to visit: 

 

Winona Axe & Arcade 

Are you looking for a unique and exciting experience? Look no further than Winona Axe & Arcade, combining the 

thrill of axe throwing with the fun of arcade games. 

Winona Axe and Arcade provides hours of fun for the whole family. This fully stocked retro arcade is sure to satisfy 

your inner gamer, boasting 100+ games from every decade. Featured areas include the Pinball Gallery with new and 

classic-themed pinball machines, the Guitar Hero Studio Room, Pump It Up Dance Zone, golf and other sports, 

racing games, an Air Hockey Room with dual ICE Skee-Ball machines and The Break Room featuring three top 

pool tables, dartboards and large screen sports TVs. 

This recreational facility also has 9 professional axe throwing lanes with dedicated coaches to guide you through the 

process and ensure your safety. Whether you’re a beginner or seasoned pro, our coaches will help you perfect your 

technique and ensure that you have a blast while doing it! From WATL professional axe throwing league tournament 

Sundays; birthday parties to large corporate events, date night to family night… 

Address: 350 West 2nd Street, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-601-2937 

Hours: Wednesday-Friday: 4-10pm, Saturday: Noon-10pm, Sunday: Noon-6pm 

 

 

Anthem Skatepark & Board Shop 

Anthem Skatepark and Board Shop is Winona’s only indoor, year-round, skatepark and skate shop, which opened in 

October 2015. There is 

 an outdoor mini ramp while weather permits. 

Park Rules: 

All participants must sign a waiver. Anyone under 18 must have waiver signed by a legal guardian. Waivers are good 

for the life of the park. (If from out of town, see WAIVER tab for a printable version. A phone call to a guardian will 

be required.) -Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. -Participants under 18 are required to wear a 

helmet. Those 18 and older are strongly encouraged to wear a helmet. 

Open Skate (Wednesday through Sunday) $10 per session. Walk- ins welcome 

Address: 800 West 5th Street, Winona, MN 55987 

Hours: Thurs & Fri: 2-8pm Sat & Sun: 12-5pm     Phone: 507-453-1642 

 

Westgate Bowl 

Welcome to Westgate Bowl – the home of Cosmic Bowling in Winona, Minnesota. Established in 1961, Westgate 

Bowl is a 16-lane center, serving up fun for kids and grown-ups alike. Food and beverage service is available from 

Wellington’s Backwater Brewing Company, located adjacent to Westgate Bowl. Check out our specials for 

affordable family fun. 

Westgate Bowl, which is attached to Wellington’s Pub and Grill, also serves all the local favorite a with its juicy 

burgers, smoked ribs, award winning chili, and outstanding menu. You will be sure to find your favorite sporting 

event on any of the state-of-the-art big screen TVs. 

Hours: Open Bowl Tuesday: 8-11pm Wednesday: 5-11pm Thursday: 9-11pm Friday: 5-11pm Saturday: 1-11pm 

Address: 1429 West Service Drive, Winona, MN 55987   Phone: 507-454-1111 

 

Island City Golf Garage 

Island City Golf Garage emerged from a shared vision to repurpose an old car shop adjacent to our gymnastics 

center in Winona, Minnesota. The fusion of our love for golf and the desire to create a dynamic recreational space 

prompted the transformation of this historic location. 

https://visitwinona.com/things-to-do/explore-by-season/winter/
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Nestled beside the gymnastics center, our goal was to craft a multifaceted destination where families could revel in 

both golfing adventures and athletic activities. By repurposing this space, we aimed to build not just a golf simulator 

business, but a community-oriented hub where diverse interests converge, promoting an active lifestyle while 

fostering a sense of togetherness in the heart of Winona. 

Meet the TruGolf MAX, the newest golf simulator from TruGolf. This system provides an edge-to-edge 15′ impact 

screen that brings the most famous courses in the world to the golf garage. Complete with a 5×12 tee-box and 

TruGolf’s first-cut flooring, this system makes it easy to work on your game year-round. 

Our TruGolf MAX system utilizes the state-of-the-art APOGEE Launch Monitor. APOGEE provides our golfers 

with immediate analysis of critical swing data that helps you improve your swing and game. 

The size and scale bring E6 software courses to life, like never before – giving you the feel of actually being on the 

course. 

Hours: Monday-Friday 4-9pm Saturday & Sunday 9am-9pm 

Address: 1238 Breezy Lane, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 602-625-9201 

 

Winona Bluff Pickleball Club 

Winona’s first, exclusive, pickleball-only indoor facility! 

Download the Court Reserve app to book your slot: Open Daily, 7am-10pm 

To start out, we are offering Open Play Monday through Friday from 7am-10am & 7pm-10pm (book under events) 

$10+tax & fee. (2 people) and doubles (4 people) $20+tax & fee 

Address: 1213 Gilmore Avenue, Winona, MN 55987, Phone: 507-301-8271 

 

Winona Area Tennis Association 

The Winona Tennis Center is an indoor, not-for-profit facility serving Winona, Minnesota, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 

and surrounding communities. The Center features six hard courts. 

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30 am-12pm, 6pm-9pm, Fri: 8:30am-12pm, Sat: 8:30am-12pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm 

Address: 360 Vila Street, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-474-6700 

 

The Winona County History Center and Museum Shop 

The Winona County History Center houses three floors of exhibits, The Museum Shop, multiple programming and 

event spaces, the Laird Lucas Library and Archives and more! 

The Museum Shop The Winona County History Center Museum Shop features many locally made items from area 

artisans including jewelry, knits, pottery, photography, art prints, and more. The large gift shop also has Winona and 

Minnesota apparel, local and regional books, souvenirs, and art. Plus Victorian and vintage-inspired decor, games, 

toys and old-fashioned treats can be found. Locals and visitors love to shop the Museum Shop!  

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30 am-12pm, 6pm-9pm, Fri: 8:30am-12pm, Sat: 8:30am-12pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm 

Address: 360 Vila Street, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-474-6700 

 

Minnesota Marine Art Museum 

Address: 800 Riverview Drive, Winona, Minnesota 55987   Phone: 507-474-6626 

 

Winona 7 Theatres 

For movie showtimes, upcoming releases and Winona 7 info, log on to: http://www.cectheatres.com 

Address: 70 West 2nd Street, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-452-1643 

 

International Owl Center 

Experience the whoosh of an owl’s wings as it flies and meet several live owls at the only all-owl education 

center in the United States. 
Ruby the Great Horned Owl, Uhu the Eurasian Eagle Owl, and Piper the Barn Owl work at the Owl Center, and Uhu 

flies during the daily programs. Visitors can also touch owl feathers, see real owl skulls and eggs, see the details of 

nine perfectly mounted owl species, enjoy owl artwork created by kids from around the world, and learn the main 

sounds made by each local owl species. Owl Center staff will give you an in-depth tour of various aspects of the owl 

world as they take you through the displays and engage you during the programs. 

Hours: Friday – Monday: 10am-4pm.  Address: 126 East Cedar Street, Houston, MN 55943 

 

http://www.cectheatres.com/?fbclid=IwAR2hnC47iggX3L-bLe53hssLDwlRMLI2uNGtZyfl6zSrwD1VEDOWGm8uYOQ
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National Eagle Center 

Located in Wabasha, Minnesota, we’re home to several non-releasable Bald Eagles and a nesting place for hundreds 

of others who come for the winter. 

Explore the Driftless with Bald & Golden Eagle Field Trips! During the winter months, you can see hundreds 

more Bald Eagles as they migrate to the region and gather around open water on the river. It is truly peak eagle-

viewing season! But it isn’t just Bald Eagles. The more secretive and elusive Golden Eagles spend their winters in 

the bluff lands and are harder to spot. 

nationaleaglecenter.org 

Hours: Daily 10am-4pm (Closed Tuesday) Phone: 651-565-4985 

Address: 50 Pembroke Avenue, Wabasha, MN 55981 

 

Bud King Ice Arena 

Managed by the Winona Park and Recreation Department, this indoor and outdoor skating facility overlooks the 

beautiful Mississippi River. For information pertaining to open skate times, skating lessons, and hockey programs, 

please visit the WAYHA website or email winonayouthhockey@gmail.com. Open skates to the public are offered at 

certain times year-round. 

Address: 670 East Front Street, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-454-7775 

 

Winona Ice Park 

The Winona Ice Park is a premier ice climbing destination due to its location within the city of Winona, trail 

accessibility, and the quality of ice. This attraction is not only for climbers, though. Many hikers and snowshoers 

have been enjoying the trail up to the park and watching the climbers in action. 

The Winona Ice Park, located within Sugar Loaf Park, is a man-made ice climbing park set high above the 

Mississippi River with wonderful views of the city of Winona below. Using the stone walls of an old quarry and 

hundreds of feet of hose, which slowly shower water down the cliff, the Winona Ice Park is one of just a few of its 

kind in the nation. 

The Winona Ice Park and Sugarloaf Bluff are managed by the Recreation Alliance of Winona, in partnership with the 

City of Winona. Each year volunteers put in 1000s of hours to improve trails, manage erosion, remove invasive 

species, restore bluff top prairies, manage the fixed anchors on the Sugarloaf, and create the Winona Ice Park. The 

Winona Ice Park (WIP) is one of only 5 ice parks in the United States and hosts over 100 routes, is up to 100ft tall, 

and located 600ft above Winona and the Mississippi River valley. 

Visitors travel from as far as Texas, North Carolina, Kansas, and beyond to experience the man-made ice flows at the 

WIP as well as the amazing offerings in Winona. We feel nothing sums up the Minnesota winter experience more 

than a day out climbing on frozen ice formations! 

To access the WIP begin at the Sugarloaf trailhead and hike to the saddle, with way-finding signage, and follow the 

signs up to the ice park. Expect a 12-20 minute hike to get to the park. 

Address: 825 East Lake Boulevard, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-457-8258 

 

Sugar Loaf Bluff: An elevated adventure awaits 

Reaching nearly 85 feet into the sky, Sugar Loaf is a storied symbol of Winona and known by all as its most 

distinguishing landmark. The result of quarrying in the late 1800s, the bluff is synonymous with an old Native 

American legend that paints the rock as the cap of Dakota Chief Wapasha. 

Hiking the trails along its newly updated front side of Sugar Loaf bluff offers adventure seekers a unique vantage 

point to see the city. Users, which consist of any silent sport (non-motorized), can utilize the trail that begins behind 

Edina Realty. Parking is available on Lake Boulevard and the new, paved parking area south of Edina Realty; not in 

Edina Realty or Treasures Under Sugar Loaf Antiques. 

Sugar Loaf Park contains some of the best sport climbing in the region! There are 35 bolted routes, ranging from 

5.3-5.11. All anchors are stainless steel glue-in anchors, appropriate for usage lowering and top roping. 

Address: 825 East Lake Boulevard, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-457-8258 

 

Great River Bluffs State Park. This is beautiful bluff country! 

The King’s Bluff trail offers a breathtaking view of the Mississippi River Valley. Bring your binoculars; the river 

valley is a major flyway for waterfowl, eagles, and hawks. 

Address: 43605 Kipp Drive, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-643-6849 

http://nationaleaglecenter.org/eagle-viewing
http://winona.pucksystems2.com/
http://winona.pucksystems2.com/
mailto:winonayouthhockey@gmail.com
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Big River Climbing Guides serves the Winona area with professional rock and ice climbing trips throughout 

the year. The Winona Ice park is one of only a four man-made ice climbing parks in the world! Let Big River 

Climbing Guides introduce you to this amazing experience. When first considering ice climbing it seems way out of 

the realm of possible winter outdoor activities, but with BRCG you can experience the amazing vertical flows of ice 

right in town! Ice climbing trips average 4-5 hrs and all climbing equipment is included. Don’t miss this chance to 

try one of the most unique experiences in the world! Standing 600 ft above Winona, this amazing 4-hr rock climbing 

trip is an experience you will never forget! After warming up and learning some basic climbing technique, your 

guide will lead you and your group to the airy summit of the Sugar Loaf, one of the few true summits in the 

Midwest! Big River Climbing Guides, founded in 2017, is dedicated to providing the most inspiring, fun, and safe 

climbing experiences possible. We pride ourselves on professionalism, standard driven skills & techniques, and 

researched risk management policies. All guides have passed rigorous national climbing instructor courses and 

exams as well as holding multiple degrees in outdoor education & recreation. We are committed to excellence as 

well as having an amazing time in one of the Midwest’s most beautiful regions. 

Call to schedule your guided experience in the bluffs! 208-478-1005 

 

Blown Away Guide Service. Guided Fishing and Bowfishing Trips 

All Trips include Bait, Tackle and Gear! Bass Fishing. Walleye Fishing. Cat Fishing. Panfishing. Ice Fishing. 

Bowfishing. Guide Service. Sight Seeing & Media Trips. 

Guided Ice Fishing Trips & Ice house Rental. I fish mostly the Mississippi river and its backwaters, because fishing 

here is as good as it gets! Lots of fish, a great variety, and always something biting! We offer panfish trips, tip-up 

trips, along with some walleye/sauger and our Favorite -Perch trips. We also have a sleeper Ice Castle fish houses 

available to rent. 

Address: 24056 Lock and Dam Road, Trempealeau, WI 54661    Phone: 608-797-2997 

 

Garvin Heights Park: A park literally above the rest 

Garvin Heights Park offers an expansive blufftop view, with Lake Pepin and Trempealeau Mountain visible in clear 

conditions. Explore restored goat prairie and oak savannah ecosystems native to the Driftless Region on hiking paths 

through the park. The trail length is 0.4 miles and includes 378 man-made steps on the upper part of the trail. A flight 

of stairs as well as a dirt path run along the bluffs edge, from the lookout to the valley below. Bring your hiking 

boots and explore the restored goat prairie while you take in sweeping views of our island city, or boost your cardio 

with a hike to the bottom of the bluff on a winding, maintained trail. 

(Parking is available in the small gravel lot on West Lake Boulevard–an immediate right at the intersection of 

Highway 61–to access stairs/path to Garvin Heights Overlook. Then walk East along West Lake Boulevard, past 

Garvin Heights Road, and watch for trail head signage to the right at the base of the bluff.) 

Address: 200 Garvin Heights Road, Winona, MN 55987    Phone: 507-457-8258 

 

Saint Mary’s University Hiking and Cross Country Skiing Trails 

Some of the best trails in southern Minnesota. Tucked in the valley behind the school, the trails run around the 

northern slopes of the valley making them quite challenging and well protected from the sun. 

Trail length: 14.5K. The trails are open to the public all day. Snowshoeing and dogs are not allowed on the groomed 

trails. 

The lighted portion of the trail is open to the public, daily, 4:30–10:30 pm. The Nordic Ski Center is open to the 

public, daily, 7 am–11 pm. in the rear basement of Brother Leo Hall. 

Ski equipment is available for SMU students, faculty and staff to rent. Equipment is not available for the general 

public to rent. 

Address: 700 Terrace Heights, Winona 

 

Can't wait to see you all in January!! 
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Are you interested in giving back to the sport you love?  Serving on the UMECRA Board is a great way to give back 
to the sport!  If you are interested in learning more about these positions, reach out to your rider representative or a 
board member.   
 
Here are the open positions for 2026: 
 
 

Position Current Board Member 

President Robin Schady 

Secretary Janet Sarver 

Wisconsin Representative Barb Gardner 

Minnesota Representative Sarah Maass 

Michigan Representative **Open** 

Director at Large Brooke Moeller 

Rider Representative (4 positions open) Sherry Aune, Debby Weisbecker, Kim Fosler, Crystal 
Esqueda 

Points Keeper Amber Davis 

Webmaster Nicole Mauser-Storer 

 
Thinking about awards for the end of the year?  We have some that require nominations. Here are some to consider: 
 
UMECRA Riders Choice Award 
Originating in 1981 this award is presented annually at the UMECRA Convention & Awards Banquet following a vote 
from those members that are present at the convention. 
The guidelines to be considered when nominating and voting for a horse for this honor are: 

▪ A horse that has shown superior ability in its division 
▪ A horse that has been a consistent competitor 
▪ A horse that has shown its ability to overcome setbacks 
▪ Any horse, for any reason the nominator admires and feels is a superior representative of the "Distance 

Horse" 
▪ There will be an announcement in the newsletter prior to the convention asking for nominations. At that time 

you can send your nomination for a horse you feel qualifies. Please direct questions to the UMECRA Board 
of Directors 

 
 
Outstanding Service Award 
Sponsored by AHDRA and awarded to the individual who has shown outstanding service to the club and the sport of 
Distance Riding on a continual basis. The recipient is chosen by the executive board of AHDRA and is not 
announced until the annual UMECRA awards banquet. Nominations for the award can be directed to the AHDRA 
president and are usually due by December For additional information on submission deadlines and details please 

see the AHDRA website 
 
Outstanding Mentor Award 
Sponsored by AHDRA and awarded to the individual who has been an outstanding mentor, helping others learn 
about the sport of distance riding. The recipient is chosen by the executive board of AHDRA and will be announced 
at the UMECRA awards banquet. To nominate a mentor, the person(s) who benefited from the mentors support 
should send a letter to the AHDRA President no later than December 1st highlighting the reasons for the nomination. 
For additional information on submission deadlines and details please see the AHDRA website 
 
Dr Beecher Shining Light Award 
This award was developed in 2013 to honor an outstanding individual who has provided tireless service to the 
UMECRA organization through managing of ride(s) and/or acting as a veterinarian. Nominated individuals should 
possess some of the following characteristics: being organized, helpful, honest, supportive, a sense of fairness, 
knowledge of the sport, consistency, able to educate and mentors others, able to delegate and able to deal with 
crisis situations 
 
UMECRA Senior Equine Award - Donated by Sharon Hahn 
This award honors the equine 20 years of age and older that accrues the highest number of UMECRA points + 
UMECRA miles during the season. The equine may compete in multiple divisions (endurance, limited distance, 
competitive, novice, driving) and with any number of riders. The equine must complete at least 4 rides to be eligible. 
Owners need to nominate their horse by sending their nomination form to the points keeper (robinschadt@aol.com) 

http://ahdra.org/awards.html
http://ahdra.org/awards.html
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accompanied by proof of age (registration papers or vet letter or other evidence for unregistered animals). There is 
no fee to nominate. 
To qualify 

▪ Complete the Senior Equine Nomination Form and send it to the appropriate party as indicated on the form 
 
 
Rider Representatives Positions Open 
There are 4 Rider Representative positions open for a 2-year term starting in 2026.  This is a great position for those 
who want to serve as a connection between riders and the UMECRA Board.  A Rider Representative must be a 
UMECRA member for two years or more and at least 18 years of age.  They attend all board meetings and have 
voting rights.  Ride managers are NOT eligible to be elected as Rider Representatives.  Interested members need to 
create a write up with a description of who they are and why they would like to represent their fellow distance 
riders.   All nominations need to be sent to Janet Sarver, UMECRA Secretary at jsarver662@gmail.com no later 
than December 15, 2025.  Elections will be held online in early January - a link will be sent out by email to all 
members at that time. 
 
Board Offices Up for Election in January 2026.  (All positions are for a 2 year term) 
President - a current UMECRA ride manager or former ride manager, a ride manager during 3 of last 5 years, or has 
been a delegate in the preceding 2 years.  A rider representative or vet representative also qualifies if they meet the 
ride manager requirement. 
Secretar - must be a current UMECRA member.    
Veterinary Representative - must be a DVM and UMECRA member 
Minnesota Director- must be a ride manager from Minnesota 
Wisconsin Director - must be a ride manager from Wisconsin 
Nominations can come from the UMECRA convention floor as well as in advance.  If you are interested in running 
for one of these positions, please write a short paragraph about your interest and email it to Janet Sarver, UMECRA 
Secretary at JSarver662@gmail.com by January 10, 2026.  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Riders Choice Nominations Needed  
It is time to make your nominations for this year's Rider's Choice Award. This is a very special award that honors our 
equine partners in this sport and is voted on by members at the UMECRA Convention in January. 
The guidelines to be considered when nominating a horse for this honor are as follow: 
1) A horse that has shown superior ability in its division 
2) A horse that has been a consistent competitor 
 3) A horse that has shown its ability to overcome setbacks 
4) Any horse, for any reason, the nominator admires and feels is a superior representative of the “Distance Horse” 
Please write up a detailed description of the horse's accomplishments and the reasons why you are nominating the 
horse for this award. Send them to Janet Sarver, UMECRA Secretary at JSarver662@gmail.com.   Deadline is 
Tuesday January 10, 2026. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://payumecra.com/nominations
mailto:jsarver662@gmail.com
mailto:JSarver662@gmail.com
mailto:JSarver662@gmail.com
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Convention and Banquet Registration 
 
Complete your registration by going to:  payumecra.com through the UMECRA.COM website. 
 
Adult and Kid's Lunch Buffet: Baked Potato Buffet and homemade Chicken Tortilla Soup.  
Baked potato with topping choices: chili, bacon, ham, broccoli, cheddar cheese, diced tomatoes, jalapenos, nacho 
cheese sauce, butter, sour cream, chives.  
 
Adult and Kid's Banquet Dinner Buffet: Roast Beef and Chicken Kiev, Long Grain Wild Rice Blend, Strawberry 
Almond Spinach Salad, Whole Green Beans, and make-your-own Ice Cream Sundaes for dessert. 
 
Vegetarian Dinner Meal: Pasta Primavera. Penne pasta and steamed vegetables topped with Marinara or Alredo 
sauce. 
 
Convention Options 
 
*** Convention Only   $10 
*** Adult Lunch Buffet  $15 
*** Kid's Lunch Buffet      $7.50 
*** Adult Banquet Dinner Buffet and Convention      $38 
*** Kid's Banquet Dinner Buffet        $19 
*** Adult Vegetarian Dinner Meal (Select one: marinara or alfredo) $34 
 
 
Don’t forget to renew your UMECRA membership!  You can renew online at UMECRA.com or use the form 
enclosed   
 
Ride Managers – time to figure out who will represent your ride at the annual meeting!  Watch for an email 
requesting the names of your voting representatives! 
 
 
Dear Ride Managers, 
 
As we move forward with planning our upcoming events, I’d like to remind everyone of an important detail regarding 
our ride insurance coverage. 
 
Please make sure to include all dates that your base camp will be open—both before and after your actual ride 
days—when submitting your event information. This includes early arrivals, volunteer setup days, late departures, 
teardown days, and any time riders or volunteers may be on site. 
Accurate date ranges ensure we are fully covered and compliant with our insurance requirements. 
 
If you have any questions about which dates to include, or if your plans change after submission, please reach out to 
Equisure so we can update the information as needed. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this detail and for everything you do to make our events successful and safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mollie Krumlaw-Smith 
Chair, AERC Ride Managers Committee 
 

 
  

http://payumecra.com/
http://umecra.com/
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UMECRA Newsletter  
c/o Peggy Pasillas  
9928 Rich Valley Blvd 

Inver Grove Hgts, MN  55077 

www.UMECRA.com  

  
Deadline for Next Newsletter:  
10th of each month 

Send news to:  

UMECRAnews@gmail.com  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President – Robin Schadt 

 7342 W 115th St 

Worth, IL   60482 

708.280.8241 

robinschadt@aol.com 

Regional Director at Large IL 

Deb Searle 

12875 E 11670 N 

Grant Park, IL   60940 

815.878.0668 

debsearle@mac.com  

Sanctioning Coordinator 

Maria Enge 

10410 313th Ave 

Princeton, MN   55371 

763.226.6008 

miahmiah@live.com  

Website Editor 

Nicole Mauser-Storer 

201 S Cameron Lane 

Bartonville, IL  61607 

309-258-9234 

n.mauserstorer@outlook.com 

Vice President – Peggy Pasillas 

9928 Rich Valley Blvd 

Inver Grove Hgts, MN  55077 

651.353.7959 

peggy@pasillas.net 

Regional Director at Large MI 

*** OPEN *** 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Peggy Pasillas 

9928 Rich Valley Blvd 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 

651.353.7959 

peggy@pasillas.net 

UMECRAnews@gmail.com  

Rider Representative  

Sherry Aune 

W4099 Palmer Rd. 

Lake Geneva, WI  53147 

262-215-2035 

aunesherry@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary – Janet Sarver 

 5670 Foxboro Lane 

Wyoming, MN  55092 

651.270.0961 

jsarver662@gmail.com 

 

Regional Director at Large MN 

Sarah Maass 

6063 State Hwy 4 

Fairfax, MN  55332 

505.340.7859 

Sarahmaass@hotmail.com  

Director at Large 

Brooke Moeller  

1625 Cedar Scott Rd 

New Liberty, IA   52765 

563.370.3026 

guianowriter@gmail.com  

Rider Representative  

Crystal Esquada 

48312 190th St 

Madelia, MN   56062 

507-382-3019 

sillystella@hotmail.com  

Points Keeper 

Robin Schadt 

7342 W 115th St 

Worth, IL   60482 

708.280.8241 

robinschadt@aol.com 

Regional Director at Large WI 

Barb Gardner 

N3758 Dehring Road 

Oakfield, WI  53065 

920.291.5641 

barb@doublebarallc.com  

Director at Large 

Theresa Meyer 

3028 181st Ave NW  

Cedar, MN  55011 

612.804.4593  

tmeyer753@gmail.com 

Rider Representative 

Debby Wiesbecker 

821 Franklin Ave 

Winthrop Harbor, IL 

708.421.0730 

debbyaw21@comcast.net  

Treasurer – Emily Schupp 

3170 180th Street  

Muscatine, IA 52761 

563-320-7999  

Emilyschupp46@yahoo.com 

AERC Regional Reps 

Connie Caudill – Ride Sanctioning 

812.967.5973 

 

Maureen Fehrs 

Veterinary Representative 

Alana McNutt, DVM 

897 Store Mill Rd 

Tipton, IA  52772 

mcnuttdvm@gmail.com   

Rider Representative 

Kim Fosler 

7898 N Carr Road 

Scales Mound, IL  60175 

815.266.8336 

kimberlyfosler@gmail.com  
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