
MINUTES, BOARD MEETING 
January 12, 1980

A board of Directors meeting was held prior to the annual meeting 
at the Holiday Inn in Madison. Present were John MacDonald, president.
Dr. Beecher, Louise Riedel, Lindsay Taliaferro, R.T. Guy and rider rep­
resentative Dianne Whitcomb.

The treasurer’s report was presented. (See attached sheet). Dr. Beecher 
moved and Lindsay seconded the motion to accept.
John announced that the Appaloosa Horse Club has requested that the rides 
collect $1.00 for each appaloosa competing. John replied objecting to 
this plane* and stating that this should not be the responsibility df the 
ride. The AHC has replied stating that the responsibility will be on 
the rider.

The Wisconsin State Horse Council is putting on a Midwestern Horse 
Fair on April 26 and 27 in Madison in coordination with a professional 
management organization. The fee of $150 includes a booth, three stalls 
and a certain amount of arena time for demonstrations. Numerous breeds, 
commercial exhibitors and organizations will be represented. Dr. Beecher 
suggested that if UMECRA decides to participate, AHDRA might share ex­
penses. Lindsay moved to participate in this project and to appropriate 
funds necessary for rental and operation of the booth subject to board 
approval. Motion seconded and carried.

The suggestion was made that UMECRA have its own duplicating machine. 
No action will be taken at this time.

Louise suggested that instead of having ride payments broken down 
into several categories (dues, printing costs, ride form costs), a lump 
payment be required to cover everything. Lindsay moved to set the fee 
at $40, which will include all the above items, with a $10 surcharge 
for new rides. Motion seconded and carried.



The next item of business was consideration of the recommendations which 
had been sent in to be included in the agenda ..of the annual meeting.

1, Completion awards and trophies for the junior competitive div­
ision. Diane Whitcomb will present this at the annual meeting.

2. Standardizing weight divisions to eliminate the discrepancies
between endurance and competitive divisions as well as AERC. 
It'wa3 the concensus that no action can be taken until it is 
ascertained whether AERC will retain weight divisions.

3. Eligibility of rides for 1000 mile program. The board agreed 
that mileage in this program must be earned on UMECRA rides.

4. Maximum time for endurance rides.
5. A junior division for endurance rides. The board went on record 

as being favorable to this proposal
6. A "stress" division for competitive rides.
7. Publication of scores for competitive rides. Lindsay moved and 

Rick seconded that ride managemnnt shall announce the point 
scores of entries during the awards presentation

8. Elevator ride concept
9. Critique forms.

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.

ANNUAL MEETING. /I fra
The annual meeting convened at 1:00 p.m. Representatives from the 

following rides were present: St. Jude's, Badger, Wolf Creek, Loud Thunder,
Uiderdown,AHDRA, Southeast Minnesota, Northeast South Dakota, Neillsville, 
Namekagon, Palisades, Black Hills, Kettle Moraine, Wisconsin Hoofbeats, and 
Quad Cities Arab Club. Thirty-three were eligible to vote, including the 
two rider representatives.

In his opening remarks John MacDonald stressed the importance of 
promptness in reporting rede results and in payment of assessments.
He also reported on the communication from the Appaloosa Horse Club 
(see board minutes), and stated that no report foams had been received 
by the rides from the appaloosa club. As a result it is doubtfull if 
any appy owners will receive credit for rides completed.

Two new rides have applied for sanctioning— Brookings Saddle Club, 
and the South Dakota Arab Association. Lindsay moved and Dr. Beecher 
seconded tfee motion to approve these rides. Motion carried.

The minutes of last year's annual meeting were approved as circulated. 
The treasurer'r report as presented was approved (see attached sheet).
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John MacDonald explained the concept of the Midwest Horse Fair 
to be held in Madison April 26, 27. UMECRA participation was approved 
by the Board of Directors. (See minutes of board meeting)

The president outlined a proposed budget covering finances relative 
to printing, dues and ride supplies. The board recommends that a total 
payment will be $40 plus a $10 surtax for new rides (To take the place 
of the double first year dues). If one organization puts on more than 
one ride, the payment is due for each ride. The $40 payment will cover 
vet sheets and rider cards to supply 50 riders. If a ride needs extra 
forms they must order same and will be charged at cost. Dr. French 
moved and Rick seconded to adopt this proposal. Motion carried.

Next to be considered were items that had been presented to the 
board to be included in the agenda.

Dianne Whitcomb stated that she felt that Juniors should receive 
both a first place trophy and a completion award. Dick Burt moved and 
Jan Worthington seconded that each ride shall give at least a first 
place award (in addition to the ribbons supplied by UMECRA), and that 
each junior who finishes shall receive a completion award. Motion carried.

It was recommended that weight divisions be standardized between 
endurance, competitive and AERC. This item will be tabled until it is 
ascertained whether AERC will retain weight divisions.

At this point Rick Nelson suggested that the UMECRA membership give 
some direction to the AERC delegates as to our feelings on issues to 
come up at the AERC convention. The floor was thrown open to discussion 
on the following topics: weight divisions, best condition, point per
mile bonus, junior division, points given depending on size of ride, 
elevator rides and rides over 100 miles. No official action was taken 
on any of the subjects,

John explained the action taken by the board requiring that mileage 
in the 1000-mile horse program must be earned on UMECRA sponsored rides, 
novice and 4-H rides to count.

Dr. Beecher expressed the opinion that it is important to give endirance 
riders adequate time to complete. He moved that the maximum 
total elapsed time for a 50-mile ride should be 12 hours. Rick Nelson 
seconded. Motion carried.

Dick Burt moved that we institute a junior endurance division with the 
entry fee to be set by the ride. The age to be the same as AERC. Juniors 
may not ride in another division, but may receive the overall award if one 
is given, and may receive best condition* UMECRA will furnish the ribbons. 
Jan Worthington seconded. Motion carried.

Lindsay Taliaferro presented the concept of a "stress division" for 
competitive rides, whereby riders who wished for more of a challenge 
could ride under conditions Where the time of the regular ride would be 
shortened and extra points would be awarded (50# more). These riders 
woild receive a jackpptted amount rather than the regular trophies.
Af£er lengthy discussion Dr. Beecher moved that UMECRA give permission 
to a ride to give 50# extra points if it wishes to include a stress 
division. Lindsay seconded. The motion failed.
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John MacDonald then moved that a"stress group” (not a separate division) may 
be •“ittiiiSldsd- ' by a ride at its discretion. A rider entering must 
complete the ride in a shorter time than that of the regular established 
time. These riders will then receive 5056 more points for any placing they 
may receive. These riders will ride under all other rules, regulations 
and weight divisions. Rick Nelson seconded. Motion carried,,

the
It was recommended by several riders that / horses£ point scores 

on a competitive ride be announced at the same tins placings are announced.
John MacDonald moved that the rides follow this procedure, Jan Worth!rgton 
seconded. Motion carried.

Dr. French moved and Rick Nelson seconded that UMECRA shall not approve 
elevator rides. Motion carried.

A sample "critique" sheet which will enable riders to rate the rides 
and/or comment favorably or unfavorably was presented. Rick Nelson 
moved and Dr. Beecher seconded that several such sheets be included in 
the 1980 ride brochure, with completed sheets to be returned to Rick.
Motion carried.

A system of filing protests had been proposed at the December 
boahd meeting. Rick Nelson moved and Jan Worthington seconded that 
a protest must concern an infraction of the rules, must be received in 
writing within 7 days of the ride, and must be accompanied by a fee of 
$25. If the protest is upheld, the fee will be returned to the complain­
ant. The protest will be sent to the UMECRA president and will be adjudicated 
at the next board meeting. Gail Bonnicksen proposed an amendment to the 
effect that the complainant should first bring the matter to the attention 
of ride management at the time of the infraction. The amendment was seconded 
and carried. The original motion as amended was carried,

John announced that Diane Whitcomb will be the new Newsletter editor.
The Board of Directors goes on record as thanking Harriet Haenert for all 
her past services as editor.

Dr. Beecher, president of the Arabian Horse Distance Riding Association, 
announced the annual meeting of this group to be held Sunday, January 13 at 
this same location. He stated that Arabian horses can now earn Legion of 
Honor without halter points and that a system has been devised to give points 
toward this award for endurance and competitive horses. The insurance ruling 
from the International Arabian Horse Association was clarified. Twelve events 
can be sanctioned under AHDRA’s insurance coverage. If other UMECRA rides are 
interested in obtaining this coverage the statement must appear in the rids 
sheet that the ride is "co-sponsored with AHDRA", and one member of management 
must be a member of AHDRA.

John MacDonald pointed out that there have beem problems with inaccurate 
mileages on some rides, and that ride mileage must be an accurately measured 
distance. He also pointed out that considering the current gasoline situation 
it will be extremely important for rides to promote local participation in 
their areas.

The next item of business was election of officers and board members.
John MacDonald was nominated for president; Dr. French moved and Rick Nelson 
seconded that nominations be closed. Dr. Beecher and Norman Cooper were nom­
inated for vice-president. Norman declined. Dr. French moved and Rick Nels'
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seconded that nominations be closed, Louise Riedel was nominated for secretary 
treasurer. Dr, French moved to close nominations, Rick seconded. The above 
motions were carried and the candidates elected. Nominated for board members 
were Ted Cooper, Dick Burt, Rick Nelson, Tom Guy, and Jan Worthington, Elected 
were Ted Cooper and Rick Nelson,

Rider representatives will be elected following the meeting.
It was moved to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted

Secretary
Diane Whitcomb and Bonnie Kaufman were elected as rider representatives

The following rides have applied for the dates below, and have been so 
scheduled:

April 26, 27 - Osark Spring Ride 
May 10 - Battle Creek Hunt (endurance)
May 17, 18 - Badger Rides 

j  S' i - Brookings Saddle Club (South Dakota)
' June 1 - Wolf Creek - (competitive)

June 7, 8 - Kansas I
June 7, 8 - Badger 60-mile Competitive
June 15 - Loud Thunder (competitive)
June 21, 22 - AHDRA
June 28, 29 - St, Jude's Charity Ride
July 4, 5 - South Dakota Arab Ass'n - Western 50
July 12, 13 - Southeast Minnesota
July 19, 20 - Northeast South Dakota
July 26, 27 - AHDRA II (tentative)
August 2, 3 - Neillsville
August 9, 10 - Minnesota River Valley
August 16, 17 - Namekagon
August 23, 24 - AHDRA III (tentative)
August 30, 31 ~ Grand Island 
September 13, 14 - Palisades 
September 13, 14 - Black Hills 
Septebmer 20, 21 - Pillager Cup 
September 27, 28 - Kettle Moraine 
October 4, 5 “ Kansas II 
October 4, 5 - Jubilee 
October 11, 12 - Ozark Colorama 
October 11, 12 - Wisconsin Hoofbeats 
October 19 - Quad Cities Arab Club 
October 25, 26 - Merrill Riders



TREASURER'S REPORT 
1979

RECEIPTS
Ehlance on Hand, Jan 20, 1979 $ 767.64
Rider Memberships - 1979 - $882

1980 - 166
1048.00

Ride Dues 300.00

Printing fc Mailing Assessment 400.00
Rider Fees 985.00
1000 Mile Horse Nominations 170.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $3670.64

DISBURSEMENTS

Printing (not including Newsletter) 484.07
Postage (including bulk mail permit) 191.83
1978 Convention Expense 35.65
Phone 157.30
Stationery & Misc. Supplies 68<,91
Refund of Overpayments 68.00
Newsletter 637.05
Publicity

Display for AERC convention- $49.34 99.34
Ad for AERC yearbook - $50

Awards 798.78
Year end trophies & engraving - $659.85 
Junior Division Ribbons - $166.90 
Engraving 1000 mile awards - $5.85

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $2540.93 
CASH ON HAND AND IN THE BANK, Jan 7, 1980 $1129.71
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RIDLR MILEAGE AWARDS - 1980

Mileage earned 
since last award Total Mileage

R. A. Beecher

COMPETITIVE

260
Russell Beecher 285
Penny Jbonnicksen 310

(25 Linda Bosold 530
p^Dick Burt 405 655
0tlbnd Cleveland 

Glenn Cooper
340

430 680
Ted Cooper 450 950
Kelly Crowe ] ■ JfJ ; . 465

(2) Sharon Francis 505 755
Henry George 360 1110
Marilyn George 485 735

(2) JoAnne Gernant 520 - 7 5 5  1 sjjo
R. T. Guy 250 500
Tom Guy 275 775

(2) Madeline harkless 590 1340
Tammy Harkless 370
Jan James 405 655
BSula Johnson 305
Roxanne Jones 260
Bonnie Kaufman 410 1660
Jerry Lukacik 320 570
Chuck Melcher 365

(2) Hugh Miller 565
Rick Nelson 305

(2) Louise Riedel 675 2175
(2) JoEllen Rubach 560 1060

ĝsfL*inda Rudolphi 395 645
Kristy Svendsen 230 530
Elinore Tonsor 370
Wanda Van Meir 260 510

jejune Viele 295 545
Sam Whitcomb 370 370
Guy Worthington 395 645
Jan Worthington 285 1285

fjlfDarlene Wiersma 250r<

Marsha achenbach

ENDURANCE

955
‘-"Maureen Anderson 565

Jerry Bredl 525
Vi Bredl 910 1410
Sid Brondsema 500 1000

Mfeud Cleveland 
^Mike Kreiner

515
730

John MacDonald 660
Marion MacDonald 715
Michelle MacDonald 680 1680
'J heresa Nelson 525 1025

(2) Louise Riedel 1170 ^ 5 3 0 0
Christine Taliaferro 5°° . ^
A  a g d g e V t o t A i o i L g  , V,i .-via. 7 Y ) ^ ^  Dianne Whitcomb 7751180Jan Worthington 680



1000 Mile Horses

Juyan Blue
Flint
JHL Mirfaz
Sparkelette
Zantar
Mitzi
Bill's Lady 
Zodiac 
Goldie 
Judy G 
Texeon

Mft&i£fieiner Mighnli* MacDonald
Jerry Bredl
Michelle MacDonald
Joanne Gernant
Bonnie Kaufman

Dell Rick Nelson
Mary Taliaferro
Madeline Harkless
Marilyn George
Lymatte Engevold


